Leishmania (Viannia) naiffi sp. n., a parasite of the armadillo, Dasypus novemcinctus (L.) in Amazonian Brazil.
A new leishmanial parasite, Leishmania (Viannia) naiffi sp. n., is described from the nine-banded armadillo, Dasypus novemcinctus (Edentata: Dasypodidae), from Para State, north Brazil. The parasite grows luxuriantly in Diffco blood-agar medium (B47), but poorly in the skin of intradermally inoculated hamsters. A comparison of isoenzyme profiles by starch gel electrophoresis separates the parasite from L. (V) braziliensis and L. (V.) guyanensis by the enzymes ASAT, ALAT, PGM, GPI, G6PD, PEP, MPI and GD, and from Leishmania (Leishmania) chagasi, L. (L.) amazonensis and L. (L.) deanei by ASAT, ALAT, PGM, GPI, MPI, G6PD, MDH, PEP and ACON. Finally, L. (V.) naiffi is serologically differentiated from L. (V.) braziliensis, L. (V.) guyanensis and L. (V.) panamensis on monoclonal antibodies specific for these parasites.